MARIE  ANTOINETTE

AND

THE   END   OF   THE  OLD   REGIME,

1781-1789.

INTRODUCTION.

THE old regime is drawing to its close; the hour
of the great catastrophes is nigh; soon the deep
roar of thunder is to be heard; yet, so far as appears,
nothing is changed: the splendor of Versailles still
dazzles every eye by its magnificence; everywhere
one sees the same life, the same animation, the same
brilliancy. There are nearly four thousand persons
in the King's civil household, nine or ten thousand
in his military household, and at least two thousand
more in those of his relatives. There is a vast
accumulation of rich costumes, of uniforms, liveries,
coaches. How beautiful is the park of Versailles on
a spring morning, when the chestnuts are in blossom,
and the sun lights up the spray of the great foun-
tains! The terrace is crowded with women richly
dressed, and with men quite as gorgeously arrayed,
in their knots of ribbons, their lace ruffles, and their
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